These minutes have been approved by the board
MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF THE

NEBRASKA CENTER FOR NURING BOARD

Cornhusker State Industries

800 Pioneers Blvd.

Conference Room C

Lincoln, NE  68502

Call to Order

The meeting of the Nebraska Center for Nursing was called to order by Steve Pitkin, Chairperson at 9:35 a.m., October 15, 2009.  Copies of the agenda were previously sent to Board members and posted.

Roll Call

The following board members were present:

Steve Pitkin, Chairperson

Marilyn Valerio—Immediate Past Chairperson

Linda Hruza

Mary Wendl

Brendon  Polt

Pamela List

Diane Hoffmann

Pat Lopez

Nolan Guernsey

Florence Brown

Larry Rennecker

Alice Kindschuh

Trish Lenz  

The following board members were absent:

Carol Wahl

Terri Spohn

Lela Claussen

A quorum is not present.  Also present from DHHS, Division of Public Health, Licensure Unit, Office of Nursing and Nursing Support were Karen Bowen, RN, Nursing Practice Consultant, Sheila Exstrom, RN, Nursing Education Consultant and Juan Ramirez, Research Assistant.

Approval of Minutes of August 27, 2009 meeting and September 14, 2009 conference call

Because a quorum is not present, the approval of the minutes will be e-mailed for approval or deferred to the next meeting.

Nursing Workforce Environmental Scan

Members of the board shared the following information:


A newspaper article entitled “nurses always in demand”


A newspaper article entitled “rural hospitals concerned about reimbursement rates”


Some hospitals are delaying construction projects at this time 


A newspaper article entitled “older doctors retire—hard to get health care”


Senate Finance committee passed the health care reform 


Dr. Shaefer complimented  the Center for Nursing Board


The issue of whether Health Care is a “right” continues to be the debate

Report of the Activities of the Nebraska Team to Champion Nursing in America Team

Marilyn Valerio updated the board members on the activities of the Campion Nursing in America and the numbers of e-mails that they send about opportunities to participate in telephone conferences and the surveys that they send requesting information.  Marilyn is forwarding the information to the members of the Nebraska Team.

Report on the RWJ Gero Grant

Steve Pitkin reported on the Gerontology Grant (PIN Midwest Geriatric Nursing Quality Improvement) that the UNMC (in conjunction with other partners including the Methodist College of Nursing ) received from the Vetter Foundation which is to:


Improve RN knowledge of geriatric care in long term care settings in the Midwest


Improve RN leadership skills in long term care settings


Development of a career ladder to add incentive for RNs who continue with education and certification


Develop a network of RN leaders in long term care through a leadership academy

The meeting recessed for a break at 10:50 a.m.

The meeting reconvened at 11:02 a.m.

Report from Juan Rameriz

Juan presented both by handout and on slide, the supply model RNs, the executive summary of the annual report based on the 2008 registered nurse survey data.  It was suggested that it was time to do an employer survey to determine the demand side of the model.

The meeting recessed for lunch at 12:00 noon.

The meeting reconvened at 12:40 p.m.

Update on Passport Project

Marilyn Valerio and Steve Pitken reported on the status of the passport project.  Steve is wanting to update on the numbers of students per program.  Creighton University has agreed to house the server for the project.  

Update on Legislatiave hearing regarding interim study regarding the development of a center to maintain data on Nebraska’s health care workers (LR 159)

Steve Pitkin provided testimony at the hearing for the Center for Nursing.  He distributed a packet containing a copy of the testimony that he presented and an article by an Associated Press Writer about the hearing

Update on Legislative plan to continue the Center for Nursing
Pat Lopez was not present to provide this update.
Update on activities related to the formation of the Foundation Board

Sheila reported that she is still awaiting nominations from the organizations for appointments to the foundation.  She has not heard from all of them and will do a follow-up contact.

Nebraska Coalition for Patient Safety

Amy Thimm, a fulltime employee for the Nebraska Coalition for Patient Safety provided a paper presentation on the Coalition.  The Patient Safety Improvement Act was signed into law by Governor Heineman on April 28, 2005.  The coalition has a board of directors.  There are two nurses on the board (Carol Kampschnieder and Kathy Corbet).  The Coalition has 41 member hospitals which covers about 75% of  the hospital discharges.  The coalition has presented two workshops on Root Cause Analysis.  Forty three events have been reported and categorized by level of harm and causal factors.  The board members expressed appreciation for the information and suggested that Amy might want to become familiar with the TERCAP project and book available from NCSBN.
Update on the Center for Nursing Website

Karen reported that the website is now up and running and that staff are now able to get into the site and make updates as needed.

Discussion regarding 2010 Taking the Longview Conference June 9-10, 2010, Dearborn, Mischigan

As the date for abstracts and presentations is November 15, 2009 and with the restriction on staff travel, it was determined not to submit an abstract this year.

No decision was made regarding attendance at the conference.  Will depend upon whether the center is continued.

Discussion and update regarding Strategic Plan

It was decided to wait until next meeting to discuss the strategic plan.  The primary plan right now is to assure the continuation of the Center for Nursing.  It was also suggested for the agenda for the next meeting to reverse the placing of the Strategic Plan and the Environmental Scan so that early morning time can be given to the Strategic Plan.
Announcements

An update was given regarding the activities to replace Charlene’s position.  An update was also given about the CRE grant from NCSBN.  The Nebraska Nursing Leadership Coalition’s March Summit will feature Patrick Hickey, a nurse Educator from South Carolina and a mountain climber who will present on the 7 Summits : A Nurse’s Quest.    He describes the importance of balance, wellness, goals, attitude, potential, success, and legacy and has coined these factors as the “7 Summits Of Life” and describes at length how each of these factors are integral to a quality lifestyle. The summit is March 18, 2010 at the Holiday Inn in Kearney.
Adjournment

The board meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

Recorded by:
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______________________________________________
Sheila Exstrom, RN, PhD, Nursing Education Consultant
