These minutes have been approved by the board
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE 

NEBRASKA CENTER FOR NURSING BOARD

Cornhusker State Industries

800 Pioneers Blvd.

Conference Room C

Lincoln, NE  68502

Call to Order

The meeting of the Nebraska Center for Nursing was called to order by Steve Pitkin, Chairperson at 9:30 a.m., June 24, 2010.  Copies of the agenda were previously sent to Board members and posted.

Roll Call

The following board members were present:

Steve Pitkin, Chairperson

Marilyn Valerio, Immediate Past Chairperson

Linda Hruza

Brendon Polt

Nolan Gurnsey

Trish Lenz

Carol Wahl (joined at 9:50 a.m.)
Mary Wendl

Pat Lopez

Larry Rennecker (by telephone at 9:55 a.m.)

The following board members were absent:

Diane Hoffmann

Florence Brown
Lela Claussen

Alice Kindschuh

Pamela List

Terrie Spohn

A quorum was  not established until Rennecker joined the meeting by telephone.  Also present from DHHS, Division of Public Health, Licensure Unit, Office of Nursing and Nursing Support were Diana Baker, RN, Section Administrator; Sheila Exstrom, RN, Nursing Education Consultant and Juan Ramirez, Research Assistant.

Approval of Minutes of April 29, 2010

The minutes of the April 29, 2010 were inadvertently missed in the mailing and will be reviewed at the next meeting.
Peggy Hawkins – Transition Grant from NCSBN
Ms. Hawkins reported that the pilot study has begun and which includes sending a survey to approximately 600 new RNs and 300 new LPN graduates requesting information regarding their transition to practice in rural and urban long term care facilities and acute care facilities.  Approximately one hundred and fifty surveys have been returned so far.  Once the surveys have been reviewed, the task force will need to develop curriculum that address the deficiencies that have been identified in the research.  A qualitative study is also being done with in-service instructors, preceptors and staff developers of the facilities to determine areas of weakness seen in new graduate employees.  A Delphi study will be conducted to review the data of the 3 groups, rural RNs and LPNs; urban RNs; and Urban LPNs.  Phase II will involve the hiring of educators familiar to online instruction as well as soliciting facilities for control and research groups.
Providing Center for Nursing displays at annual meetings
Lopez  made the motion, seconded by Valerio that the board approve the request to pay for display costs for the NHA Annual Convention on October 28, 2010; the Nebraska Nurses Association Annual Convention on October 8, 2010; and the LNPAN Annual Conference on October 21, 2010. 

Ramirez will develop the display and be available to for the presentation of the display at all three programs.

Voting Aye:  Hruza, Gurnsey, Lenz, Lopez, Rennecker, Valerio Wahl, Wendl.   Nay: Polt.  Abstain:  Pitkin  Absent:  Brown, Claussen, Hoffman, Kindschuh, List, Spohn.  Motion carries.

Lopez made the motion, seconded by Hruza that the board approve up to $500 for the purchase of “give-away items” for all of the conferences.

Voting Aye:  Polt, Hruza, Gurnsey, Lenz, Lopez, Rennecker, Valerio Wahl, Wendl.   Abstain:  Pitkin.   Absent:  Brown, Claussen, Hoffman, Kindschuh, List, Spohn.  Motion carries.

New IT change to the Website

Ramirez discussed the National NCLEX-RN® pass rate results and compared them to Nebraska NCLEX-RN® pass rates.  Generally, Nebraska shows a higher passing rate than the national average, except for 2006.
The Board took a break for lunch at 12 p.m.
2010 Taking the Longview Conference, June 9-10, 2010, Dearborn, Michigan

Pitkin reported that the Longview Conference was a success and he brought back several ideas for the Nebraska Center for Nursing.  It is very important that all board members with updated information for the Strategic booklet get that to Baker so that she can finalize the booklet for distribution at the upcoming conferences in October.
Pitkin provided copies of the PowerPoint slides that were used during the conference.  These slides can also be found at http://www.michigancenterfornursing.org/forum_of_state_nursing_workfor.php
Report of Activities of the Nebraska Center to Champion Nursing in America Team

Valerio recently attended the conference in May in Washington DC with the Center to Champion Nursing in America.  She suggested that the Center for Nursing integrate more with the Center to Championship Nursing in America to reach a broader spectrum of stakeholders to meet the goals set up for 2010 to 2015.  Valerio will forward information to Ramirez for the website.  He will also check into providing a link to the Center to Championship Nursing in American so that more people can realize what work in being done.  Other suggestions regarding the website included narrowing the generation gap by using social networking in new and innovative way, and to look into having a Facebook and/or Twitter account.  Gurnsey suggested that available information regarding funding for nursing students be provided on the website.

The meeting was interrupted for a 15 minutes fire drill.
Update on the Passport Project

Baker reported that although Helen Meeks has approved the appropriation of fund for the Passport Project, it is not progressing as quickly as hoped due to the contract process within the State system.  The contract is with the Legal department attorney who reviews all contracts for over a week.   Exstrom reported that the Deans and Directors have voted to target January 2011 as a starting point for the Passport Project.  
Update on activities related to the formation of the Foundation Board

Exstrom reported that Annette Harmon has volunteered at no charge to function as the registered agent for the Foundation.  Relevant information has been submitted to the attorney so that the documents can be prepared.  Perhaps when the Foundation is functional, the Passport Project can move forward more smoothly.
Adjournment

As there was no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.  The next meeting of the Center for Nursing will be on Thursday, August 26, 2010 at the Cornhusker State Industries (CSI), Conference Room C.

Recorded by
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_______________________________________________

Diana Baker, RN, MSN, Section Administrator, Nursing & Nursing Support   
