These minutes have been approved by the board

MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF THE

NEBRASKA CENTER FOR NURING BOARD

Cornhusker State Industries

800 Pioneers Blvd.

Conference Room C

Lincoln, NE  68502

Call to Order

The meeting of the Nebraska Center for Nursing was called to order by Steve Pitkin, Chairperson at 9:35 a.m., December 17, 2009.  Copies of the agenda were previously sent to Board members and posted.

Roll Call

The following board members were present:

Steve Pitkin, Chairperson

Marilyn Valerio—Immediate Past Chairperson

Linda Hruza

Mary Wendl

Brendon  Polt

Pamela List—Vice Chairperson
Diane Hoffmann

Pat Lopez

Nolan Guernsey

Florence Brown

Larry Rennecker

Alice Kindschuh

Trish Lenz  (arrived at 9:46)

The following board members were absent:

Carol Wahl

Terrie Spohn

Lela Claussen

A quorum is present.  Also present from DHHS, Division of Public Health, Licensure Unit, Office of Nursing and Nursing Support were Diana Baker, RN, Section Administrator; Karen Bowen, RN, Nursing Practice Consultant; and Sheila Exstrom, RN, Nursing Education Consultant.  Juan Ramirez, Research Assistant arrived at 12:30 p.m.

Introduction of New Section Administrator
Diana Baker RN MNS was introduced to the Board as the newly hired Section Administrator for the Licensing Unit.
Approval of Minutes of August 27, 2009 meeting; September 14, 2009 conference         call; and October15, 2009
Motions were moved, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of the August 27, 2009; September 14, 2009, and October 15, 2009

Distribution /Discussion of Annual Report
Ms. Baker presented a copy of the Annual Report of the Center for Nursing to the Board members and asked if they Board members would read the report and notify either Ms. Baker or Juan Ramirez and any editing changes.  Diana stated that the statistics gathered by Juan reflected a continuing downtrend in the nursing shortage, although more students are attending nursing programs in the state.
Discussion/Decision/Plan regarding legislation to continue the CFN
Pat Lopez reported that she has been in contact with Senator Gay and has sent a recommendation for proposed changes for a 5 year extension to the legislation.  Sheila Exstrom also reported on conversations with Senator Gloor regarding the need for a funding source for the Faculty Student Loan Program.  A motion was moved, seconded, and carried to establish a committee to address these issues and move forward.

A conference call will be established for Monday, December 21th from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. to consider the legislative plan as established by Lopez.

The meeting recessed for a break at 10:30 a.m.

The meeting reconvened at 10:45 a.m.

Discussion of 2010 “Taking the Longview Conference”; June 9-10, 2010 in Dearborn Michigan
Board members were asked to review their calendars for anyone wishing to attend this year’s meeting.  No decision was made regarding attendance at the conference.  It will depend upon whether the Center is continued.

Report of the Activities of the Nebraska Team to Champion Nursing in America     Team

Marilyn Valerio updated the board members on the activities of Champion Nursing in America to create better health by creating better nurses, which parallels the function of the Center for Nursing. 
Discussion/Update regarding Strategic Plan
The Board divided into smaller groups to address each of the Goals of the Strategic Plan.  Each group was to determine changes that may be needed to the strategies and tactics to accomplish the Goals for 2010 -2015.  Changes are to be sent to Ms. Baker for updates to the booklet.  These will be reviewed at the next Board Meeting.

The meeting recessed for lunch at 12:00 noon.

The meeting reconvened at 12:15 p.m.

Report from Juan Rameriz

Mr. Rameriz reported on the Annual Report.  Data was collected from the license renewal for RNs in 2008.  The Board suggested that perhaps the report should be titled as the 2009 Annual Report even though the data is from 2008.  Mr. Ramirez also indicated that new data from the LPN renewal period is now being collected.

Nursing Workforce Environmental Scan
Those present shared trends and issues regarding nursing and health on the national, state and local levels.  One discussion point was the intent of most of the MDs in Kearney, Nebraska to build a hospital that would be owned by them.  A comment was made that without the Certificate of Need legislation, they will probably go forth.  The potential will be to have unused or under used beds at the existing hospital.  It is not clear how the hospital will be staffed considering the shortage of medical personnel.

The nurse educators on the board continue to be concerned about the faculty shortage and the increased aging of existing faculty.

Observations were shared that more nurses are working outside of institutional care (hospitals and nursing homes), but that they could be utilized in many additional venues, particularly community/public health. However, some public health agencies are no longer making their agencies available for students to get their clinical experience.

The Veteran’s Administration is attempting to make VA services available to veterans in more communities rather than requiring the older veterans to travel to larger centers.

It continues to be difficult to determine what impact National Health legislation will have on the need for nurses because the bills aren’t finalized, and when finalized it is difficult to determine if they will be passed.

A comment was made about the Carnegie Foundation publication of the book “Educating Nurses:  A Call for Radical Transformation” authored by Patricia Benner, et al.  Reaction has come from the Associate Degree Educators because the book is suggesting that the BSN be the entry to practice, but they are also suggesting that the Master’s programs develop AD to MSN curricula.  Increased use of simulation and “broadening” of clinical experiences is also suggested.  A major shift in teaching strategies was suggested to not separate classroom and clinical teaching, but do more integration of the two.  It is hoped that programs will require clinical residencies and as well as a requirement of a two stage licensure examination. All RNs would be required to get MSNs within ten years of licensure.  Consolidation of the accreditation agencies is also part of the 26 recommendations regarding nursing education. 
Sheila commented that she has been forwarding some of the information that is being published by the Robert Wood Johnson foundation regarding funding that other states have been doing for both students and faculty.

Update on Passport Project

Marilyn Valerio and Steve Pitken reported on the status of the passport project.  Steve is wanting an update on the numbers of students per program.  Creighton University has agreed to house the server for the project.  

Update on activities related to the formation of the Foundation Board

Sheila Exstrom reported that she had only received a few suggestions for people to be a part of the Foundation Board. Only two of the seven organizations have responded so she had Steve to sign a follow-up letter to go to the seven organizations again asking for an indication if they are interested in us pursuing a Foundation; and if so who they would suggest to be on it.  If the Center continues to exist by the legislation and financing depends only on nursing licensure fees, a Foundation will be necessary to get monies to support some of the activities of the Center including a staff person.  Sheila is concerned about the patience of the Hospital Association in funding the legal services to get this accomplished.
Announcements
Sheila Exstrom reported that she has submitted an advertisement in the area newspapers for a Master’s or Doctorally prepared nurse researcher for the CRE grant funds received from NCSBN.  She is hopeful that several qualified applicants will respond.  Closing date for the position is set for December 23, 2009.  Then screening applicants will proceed with interviews being conducted the first part of January 2010.
Adjournment

The board meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.  A conference call will be set for Monday, December 21th from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m to discuss legislative strategy for extending the Center for Nursing for another 5 years or eliminating the sunset date altogether.  The next meeting of the Center for Nursing will be on Thursday, February 25, 2010 from 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
Recorded by:
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______________________________________________
Diana Baker, RN, MSN Section Administrator












