These minutes have not been approved by the board
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE 

NEBRASKA CENTER FOR NURSING BOARD

Cornhusker State Industries

800 Pioneers Blvd.

Conference Room C

Lincoln, NE  68502

Call to Order

The meeting of the Nebraska Center for Nursing was called to order by Steve Pitkin, Chairperson at 9:30 a.m., April 29, 2010.  Copies of the agenda were previously sent to Board members and posted.

Roll Call

The following board members were present:

Steve Pitkin, Chairperson

Pamela List, Vice Chairperson

Marilyn Valerio, Immediate Past Chairperson

Linda Hruza

Brendon Polt

Nolan Gurnsey

Alice Kindschuh

Trish Lenz

Carol Wahl 

Terrie Spohn

Lela Claussen

Florence Brown

Larry Rennecker

The following board members were absent:

Mary Wendl

Diane Hoffmann

Pat Lopez

A quorum was present.  Also present from DHHS, Division of Public Health, Licensure Unit, Office of Nursing and Nursing Support were Diana Baker, RN, Section Administrator; Sheila Exstrom, RN, Nursing Education Consultant and Juan Ramirez, Research Assistant.

Approval of Minutes of February 25, 2010

Since a quorum was present it was moved, seconded and carried that the minutes of the February 25, 2010 minutes be approved as corrected.
NNA’s Annual Convention Kearney, Holiday Inn: Oct 8, 2010  Poster due 07/15
List explained that because of difficulties in persons getting away from work to attend the convention and thus lowered attendance at the convention, this year all of the programming will occur on Friday the 8th and the business meeting of the house of delegates will occur on Saturday the 9th.  It was determined that the center for nursing should have a poster presentation at the convention.  Juan will be asked to make a poster presentation for the center.

Videos reflecting other states’ Center for Nursing Efforts

Ramirez had made slides from the 2009 student nurse enrollment and graduation numbers and projected for the committee.  Both the RN and PN nursing schools continue to have increased enrollments and graduates.

Ramirez then displayed a video that had been prepared by the New Mexico Center for Nursing.  The thrust of the video was to show the activities that the center had started with high school students to get them interested and involved with the nursing profession.  The emphasis was to attract and retain more of the Spanish speaking students so that the nursing profession could eventually be more closely reflective of the New Mexico population that they serve.

The meeting recessed for a break.

Discussion—Career Satisfaction Among Oregon’s Registered Nurses

Valerio summarized the recent publication that had been published regarding the satisfaction among Oregon’s Registered Nurses and led the discussion about how we are not increasing the numbers of nurses available when we increase the numbers of students and graduates, but do not give equal attention to what is necessary to retain nurses once they are licensed.  She emphasized that many nurses are lost not only to their first jobs but to the nursing profession in total when they become overwhelmed with the responsibilities and lack of support during their first six months as new graduates

2010 Taking the Longview Conference, June 9-10, 2010, Dearborn, Michigan

Baker wanted to finalize the plans as to who from the Center for Nursing Board will be attending the Longview Conference.  It was determined that Pitkin and List will be representing Nebraska at this conference.  Baker will make the arrangements accordingly.

Update on the Passport Project

Pitkin updated the committee that the cost of the Passport Project has increased significantly since it has become a stand alone entity and is no longer affiliated with the Tennessee Center for Nursing.  It was determined that with the $25, 000 from the hospital association, the center would still be able to afford the contract for the first year without having to charge the schools of nursing and the hospitals for the use of the Passport.  Pitkin will write a letter to Helen Meeks requesting the expenditure of the money and the contact that needs to be signed.  Valerio reported that Creighton University continues to be willing to house the server for no cost.

The board members broke for lunch.

Discussion/Update regarding the Strategic Plan

The members present reviewed the changes to the strategic plan that Baker had made following the work of the various sub-groups.  There is still some information missing from a couple of the sub-groups.  They were reminded to get the information to Baker so that she can complete the Strategic Plan.
Report of Activities of the Nebraska Center to Champion Nursing in America Team

Valerio reported that Senator Gloor has agreed to replace Senator Gaye as a member of this group.  She reported that she is still in need of a member from the workforce arm of state government.  She will pursue getting this member.  She also reported that she and Trish Lenz will be attending the meeting of all of the State Centers to Champion Nursing that is being held in Washington D.C.  Input was provided as to what areas of support that the Nebraska Center needs and the areas of expertise that the Nebraska Center has to offer. A report will be provided following the meeting in Washington.  Valerio then provided the background on how the Nebraska Center to Champion Nursing in America came into being and expressed her concern that the Nebraska Center for Nursing and the Nebraska Center to Champion Nursing needs to be working together more closely.  To accomplish this goal of working together, Valerio will now forward all communications that she receives from the Center to Champion Nursing to all members of the Center for Nursing and she requested that the Nebraska Center to Champion Nursing in America Team be a standing agenda item on the Center for Nursing Agenda and that those members be invited to attend each Center for Nursing meeting.  Valerio will develop a list serve so that she can disseminate the information from the Center to Champion Nursing in America to all the members of the Center for Nursing.  She will also extend an invitation to the members of the Nebraska Center to Champion Nursing in America to attend the meetings of the Center for Nursing.  Baker will add a report of the activities of the Nebraska Center to Champion Nursing Team as the first afternoon agenda item on the Center for Nursing meeting agendas.
Monica Seeland, Vice President, Quality Initiatives, Nebraska Hospital Association joined the committee.  She will be serving as the NHA representative to the Center for Nursing Foundation Board. 
Update on activities related to the formation of the Foundation Board

Exstrom reported that she did not move forward with this not knowing if the legislature would continue with the Center for Nursing but now that they have done so she will be contacting the NHA law firm that will be assisting with the 501c3 designation.  She will verify that NNA will still agree to serve as the physical location of the Foundation and will contact the two organizations that need to appoint their members to the Foundation Board

Announcements

Exstrom reported that Peggy Hawkins, RN, PhD has been hired as the project director for the CRE grant from the National Council of State Boards of Nursing to implement an “Adaptation of a Transition to Practice Program for New Graduates in Acute and Long-term Care Facilities in Urban and Rural Nebraska:  A Pilot Study.”  The pilot study will run for two years.

Exstrom also distributed the 2009 Student Nurse Enrollment and Graduation Numbers.  Discussion and clarification occurred and it was once again pointed out that aside from the five campuses of the Nebraska Medical Center, all of the baccalaureate education of nurses in Nebraska occurs in private not-for-profit colleges.

Other

Baker reported that now that the Center for Nursing has been continued that those persons whose terms expire this year can now be reappointed.  She asked if she could just ask that all current members be extended for a year and then the rotation of appointments start next year.  Those members whose terms were to expire this year will respond to her about staying on for an additional year.

Adjournment

As there was no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m.  The next meeting of the Center for Nursing will be on Thursday, June 24, 2010 at the Cornhusker State Industries (CSI), Conference Room C.

Recorded by
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_______________________________________________

Sheila Exstrom, RN, PhD, Nursing Education Consultant   
