These minutes have been approved by the board
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

OF THE

NEBRASKA CENTER FOR NURSING BOARD 

Cornhusker State Industries

800 Pioneers Blvd.

Conference Room C

Lincoln, NE  68502

Call to Order
The meeting of the Nebraska Center for Nursing was called to order by Marilyn Valerio, Chairperson at 9:35 a.m., August 27, 2009.  Copies of the agenda were previously sent to Board members and posted.

Roll Call
The following board members were present:

Marilyn Valerio--Chairperson

Steve Pitkin—Vice Chairperson

Mary Wendl

Florence Brown

Larry Rennecker  (left at 3:00 p.m.)

Nolan Gurnsey

Terri Spahn  (left at 12:30 p.m.)

Pamela List

Trish Lenz  (left at 3:20 p.m.)
Carol Wahl

Pat Lopez (arrived at 10:10 a.m.)

The following board members were absent:

Lela Claussen

Linda Dulitz

Alice Kenschloe
Brendon Polt 

Diane Hoffmann

A quorum is not present.  Also present from DHHS, Division of Public Health, Licensure Unit, Office of Nursing and Nursing Support were Karen Bowen, RN, Nursing Practice Consultant, Sheila Exstrom, RN, Nursing Education Consultant and Juan Ramirez, Research Assistant
Approval of minutes

It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the minutes of the June 25, 2009 meeting.

Nursing Workforce Environmental Scan

Board and staff members shared current issues related to health care and nursing workforce.  The majority of the discussion centered on the availability (or lack of availability) of employment opportunities in Nebraska for new graduate nurses.  The second topic was the potential effects (challenges and opportunities) related to national health care reform.

Discussion with representatives from the Nebraska Center to Champion Nursing in America Team

This agenda item was deleted and the representatives of the Nebraska Team had previously been notified of this by President Marilyn Valerio.  It had been determined that the meeting time needed to be devoted to developing a legislative plan to continue the Center for Nursing and updating the Strategic Plan.
Presentations of recent survey data 

Ramirez presented the following survey data:


 The 2008 Nebraska LPN Survey Report (based on 2007 LPN license renewals)


 RNs working per 1,000 people per county for 2006 and 2008—including change


 Total nurses (RN and LPN) by county for 2007 and 2008 

 Population change per County between 2006 and 2008


 Numbers of RNs per 1,000 population in developed countries (2003).  US is #14  

 RN Average Age by County (based on 2008 renewal data).  Average age is 44.5

The meeting recessed for a break at 11:25 a.m.

The meeting reconvened over lunch at 12:00 noon.

Website Update
Prior to Juan leaving the meeting, he and Karen updated the board on the problems they are having.  Neither of them can update the website so current information is not available there.  Bowen stated that available information indicated that Sacco registered the web site through GoDaddy.com.  Ramirez has also been able to determine that Time Warner hosts the site and that the current IP address is not the correct address.  However, Time Warner requires an account number to change the IP address.  Guernsey determined that  the website is registered as Godaddy.com and that Time Warner is hosting it.  The consensus of the board members is to do whatever can be done to get it up and working.  Karen and Juan will work on this and give a report at the conference call.

Update regarding the foundation

Exstrom reported that the letters had been sent to seven organizations, but to date no formal responses have been received.  The goal continues to be to get the foundation formed by January 1, 2010.

Update on Passport Project

Valerio, Pitkin and Exstrom updated the board on the Passport Project.  It was decided to use the estimated money figures from the Nebraska Hospital Association and put together a justification note to Helen to spend the Hospital Association’s donation to the center to finance the first two years of the passport project with plans to have the nursing programs and the clinical agencies assuming the cost after that date.  A telephone conference call will be held to finalize the note/justification to Helen to release/spend the funds.  Steve will verify the information with Tennessee and Marilyn will verify the information with Creighton University. 
Update on legislative plan to continue the Center for Nursing 

Lopez shared her ideas on a timeline to complete this and the materials that will be needed.  The committee members agreed to allow Pat to develop her plan and present it at the Conference Call.  It was determined that Valerio, Pitkin, Lopez and Rennecker would be the board representatives that would meet with Senator Gaye to request that he introduce the bill to continue the Center for Nursing.

Discussion and update of the Strategic Plan

The board members reviewed and updated the 2007-2010 Strategic Plan.  These updates will be included so that it can be shared with the senator.

Election of Officers

Valerio’s two year term as chairperson expires.  Traditionally the vice chair assumes the role of chair.  By consensus it was determined that Steve Pitkin, as current vice chair, be elected as chair of the Center for Nursing Board. 

Valerio expressed a concern with the continuity of the relationship with the Nebraska Center to Champion Nursing in America Team when she leaves the chairperson position.  

It was moved, seconded and carried that the office of immediate past chair be established as a third officer for the Center for Nursing Board.  By consensus, it was determined that the immediate past president serve as the chair of the Nebraska Team of the Center to Champion Nursing in America.
Wahl nominated Pam List to serve as Vice Chair of the Center for Nursing.  Pitken moved that nominations cease, Lopez seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Pam list is elected as Vice Chair of the Center for Nursing.

Announcements

Exstrom gave an update on the activities to replace Kelly’s position as Executive Officer of the Nebraska Board of Nursing.  

The update of the Governor’s appointments/reappointments to the Center for Nursing is as follows:


Pam List and Steve Pitkin have been reappointed


Trish Lenz and Alice Kenschole have been appointed to replace Sharon Hayek

            and Judy McGee.

A conference call will be established for Monday, September 14th from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. to consider the legislative plan as established by Lopez and to develop the request to expend the funds for the passport project.

Other/Adjournment

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:25 p.m.  A conference call will be scheduled for 3PM to 4PM on Wednesday, September 23rd.  The next meeting of the Center for Nursing will be on Thursday, October 15th from 9AM to 2PM.




Minutes recorded by:
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Sheila Exstrom, RN, PhD, Nursing Education Consultant 

