MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF THE 

NEBRASKA CENTER FOR NURSING BOARD MEETING

Cornhusker State Industries
800 Pioneers Blvd.

Conference Room C

Lincoln, NE 68502

February 26, 2009
The meeting of the Nebraska Center for Nursing was called to order by Marilyn Valerio, Chairperson at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, February 26, 2009 at the Cornhusker State Industries in Lincoln.  Copies of agenda were distributed at the meeting.
Call to Order
The following Board members were present:


Florence Brown


Linda Dulitz


Nolan Gurnsey


Sharon Hayek—at 9:55 a.m.


Pam List


Pat Lopez—at 9:40 a.m.


Judy McGee


Steve Pitkin


Larry Rennecker


Terrie Spohn


Marilyn Valerio


Carol Wahl


Mary Wendl

The following Board members were absent:


Lela Claussen


Diane Hoffman


Brendon Polt

A quorum is present.

Also present at the meeting were Karen Bowen, Nursing Practice Consultant and Sheila Exstrom, Nursing Education Consultant.  Juan Ramiriz joined the meeting at 11:30 a.m.

The committee members discussed what to do about a memorial for Charlene Kelly.  It was decided that each member would give an individual contribution to Mary Wendle and she would submit the money, on behalf of the board, to the Charlene Kelly Scholarship Fund at National Council of State Boards of Nursing.

Approval of Minutes of the October 23, 2008 meeting

As the October minutes were not available, approval was deferred until the next meeting.

Nursing Workforce Environmental Scan

Staff members and board members shared current issues which included:


The national emphasis on Health Care Reform


The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation commitment to Health Care Reform


The inconsistency of new graduate mentoring that is occurring in Nebraska


The comments that are being made about new graduates not being competent for the jobs that they are expected to fill


LB656—Health Care Reform Act (Accessibility and Affordability of Health Care) in Nebraska as developed by the Nebraska Medical Association


UNMC’s project regarding Work Force Development


The increase in Public Health and Public Health Clinics throughout the State 


The announcement that Mary Wakefield, RN, PhD from North Dakota has been named as the director of HRSA.  Mary is considered a leading expert in rural health care.


LB413—which would develop a college choice grant program that would provide financial aide to students attending Nebraska Independent non-profit Colleges and Universities.  Many other states have similar programs.

Report from Nursing Education Capacity Summit, Baltimore

Dr. Valerio reported on the Nursing Education Capacity Summit that was held in Baltimore on February 4th an 5th, 2009.  The conference was attended by Rosalee Yeaworth, RN, PhD, AARP representative, Marty Fattig, CEO from Nemaha County Hospital, Trish Lenz, RN director of Patient Care, Elizabaeth Herbek, Methodist Hospital Foundation and team leader, Marilyn Valerio, RN, PhD, Center for Nursing.  The summit was sponsored by The Center to Champion Nursing in America, a joint initiative of AARP, the AARP Foundation and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.  They assumed the costs for the attendees at the summit.  This resulted from the application that Dr. Eleanor Howell submitted for the State of Nebraska a year ago to be one of the teams chosen to be sponsored to develop nursing education capacity in the state.  Nebraska was not one of the eighteen states chosen, but they were invited to this summit and met with members of the state teams that were chosen.  Marilyn reported that the summit was beneficial to all that attended. 

Break
The committee members took a ten minute break and then resumed the meeting.  Karen Bowen reported that Rosalee Roberts has been notified that he contract will not be renewed.  Juan’s contract is in the process of being renewed.
Technical Support application, Nebraska Nursing Education Capacity Team 
Marilyn distributed to the committee an application that she will be submitting to The Center to Champion Nursing in America that the Nebraska Nursing Education Capacity Team be chosen as a state team to receive ongoing technical assistance.  Input was provided for the application and Marilyn will resubmit the application with the refinements made including the addition of  Senator Tim Gaye and Dr. Rosalee Yeaworth, AARP as members of the team.

Dr. Eleanor Howell and Dr. Marilyn Valerio are to congratulated on their efforts to keep a Nebraska team intact and involved at the national level for this activity.

Report from Nurse Passport/Uniform Orientation and Centralized Nurse Scheduling

No report was available.  Laura Redoutey will be contacted as to the date of the next meeting of this group.

Update on 501c3 Process

Laura will be invited to the next meeting to provide an update on this issue.
Lunch

The committee recessed briefly and continued the meeting over lunch.  Karen announced that the next meeting of the Workforce Development (Centers for Nursing) will be in Biloxi, Mississippi on March 26, 2009.  It was determined that at this date it was too late to get approval for attending the meeting and getting all of the arrangements made, therefore the Nebraska Center for Nursing will not attend the annual meeting this year.

Karen further reported that LB315 includes some student loan monies.

Update on activities—Web-site

Karen and Juan have completed the website training, so that they can do much of the updating themselves.  Juan reported that he has updated the board members, the board member dates and is considering developing a PDF file for the 15 fact sheets, annual reports, addendums and RN and LPN statistics.

Update on activities—Employer Survey
Juan reported that we have had returned about 250 Employer surveys and the data from these should be ready by the end of March.

Preview of Public Health Presentation, April 8 and 9

As there was no projector available, Marilyn did a paper review of the power point presentation that has been used previously to explain the purpose and accomplishments of the Center for Nursing.  Updates and additions were identified by the committee members and Marilyn and Juan will incorporate these changes and Marilyn will submit the presentation to the conference planners as required.  Pat Lopez and Pam List will do the presentation at the Public Health Convention.  The presentation is on the last day of the conference from 11:15 to 12:05.

Strategic planning—Board

The board identified strategic goals and priorities for the upcoming year


Continuation of the Center beyond 2010—Karen announced the department’s approval to move forth with a 501c3 foundation designation.  She also reported that she has moved $80,000 from the Board of Nursing to the Center for Nursing.


501c3 Designation—will need to meet with the Nebraska Hospital Association regarding the needed actions for this


Nursing Passport/Orientation—again need to determine what the committee with NHS has determined regarding this issue.  Marilyn commented that she thinks that centralized scheduling is more needed in the Omaha area than the student passport.


Centralized Scheduling—need to develop a plan to move forward with this


Any other identified strategy/activity—Men in Nursing, Intergenerational workers, changes to clinical nursing education, faculty loans, nursing educational capacity summit, were all issues identified.  Steve Pitken reported that there is a workshop at Southeast Community College on June 5, 2009 on how to implement the Institute of Medicine Reports for Nursing Education.
Set Priorities for next meeting—Board and Staff

The next meeting of the Center for Nursing will be Thursday, April 23 at the Cornhusker State Industries, Lincoln.  Agenda items would include:


Report regarding technical support application


Report regarding passport project


Report regarding central scheduling project


Report on 501c3 process/progress


Report on web-site updating


Report on employer survey


Report on 2008 RN renewals


Report on public health presentation


Report regarding Men in Nursing

Adjournment


There being no further business for the committee, the meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m.

Minutes recorded by Sheila Exstrom, RN, PhD, Nursing Education Consultant
